
MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD 
MINUTES

For TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2000  --  6:00 PM

The following are minutes of a regular meeting of the Montgomery County Board held at 6:00 PM on 
Tuesday,  September 12th, 2000 in the County Board Chambers of the Historic Courthouse, Hillsboro, Illinois.
 

The meeting was called to order by County Board Chairman Joe Cordani.

Roll Call was taken.   Eighteen members present, three members absent as follows:

Members Present:  Nelson Aumann, Sid Blankenship, Bonnie Branum, Joe Cordani, Robert Durbin, Steve 
Gartner, Charles Hampton, Mike Havera, Ed Helgen, Steve Heyen, David Jackson, Dennis Jagodzinski, 
Eugene Johnson, Pat Marley, Roger Myers, Dale Ogden, Glenn Painter,  and Dale White.

Members Absent:   Loren Niemeyer, Ed Roach and Dave Webb.

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was given.

Mileage and per diem Approval:
Motion by Aumann and second by Ogden to approve the mileage and per diem.
All in favor, motion carried.

Board Member Ed Roach arrives at 6:07 PM and turns in his per diem.
Motion by Ogden and second by Durbin to approve the mileage and per diem for Ed Roach.
All in favor, motion carried.

Approval of Minutes of Previous County Board Meeting:
Motion by Helgen and second by Hampton to approve the August 8th, 2000 minutes.
All in favor, motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:
1. CIRCUIT CLERK’S REPORT
2. COUNTY TREASURER’S REPORT
3. COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER’S REPORT
4. SHERIFF’S REPORT
5. HEALTH DEPARTMENT REPORT
6. T.B. DEPARTMENT REPORT
7. PUBLIC DEFENDER’S REPORT
8. PROBATION OFFICER’S REPORT
9. 911 REPORT

Approval of 9 Items on the Consent Agenda:   
Motion by White and second by Johnson to approve the 9 items on the Consent Agenda.
All in favor, motion carried.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ROAD AND BRIDGE:   

The following Resolutions were presented to the Montgomery County Board by County Highway Engineer 
Amy McNeal:

1.) Resolution #59-00,   A Resolution to appropriate an amount of $17,000.00 for 930 B-CA, (C.H.#9 – 
Red Ball Trail) Montgomery County, 100% County Project; Montgomery County’s Share = 1.0 
($17,000.00).  Ameren CIPS has paid the County for these improvements to the Red Ball Trail due to 
the construction of the cooling ponds.
Motion by Myers and second by Jagodzinski.  All in favor, motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, Page 18).

2.) Resolution #60-00  , An Amending Resolution to appropriate an amount of $7,015.44 for 902 B-CA, 
Location A, Raymond R.D., 50%-50% County Aid to Bridge Project; Amends Original Resolution 
#21-00 by $815.44.  Montgomery County’s Share = .5 ($3,507.72).  Will Install pipe on North 

           19th Ave. in Raymond Township.
Motion by Branum and second by Jackson.  All in favor, motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, Page 20).

3.)      Preliminary Engineering Agreement with Ozyurt and Stone, Inc. for Audubon R.D. Township  
          Bridge Project Section 89-01131-00-BR, County File #669 B-CA.  
          Motion by Aumann and second by Johnson.  All in favor, motion carried.
          (See Resolution Book 2, Page 21).

4.)      Preliminary Engineering Agreement with Ozyurt and Stone, Inc. for Rountree R.D. Township Bridge
          Project Section 99-14120-00-BR, County File #895 B-CA.  
          Motion by Hampton and second by Durbin.  All in favor, motion carried.
          (See Resolution Book 2, Page  25).

Road and Bridge Committee Report:  Given by Engineer Amy McNeal as follows:

1.  Purchase of Power Washer:  Engineer McNeal reported that the Highway Department has used a new  
       power washer for the past week to clean off equipment.  The department could use the new power washer 
       to clean equipment after the season and to clean graffiti off of bridges.  McNeal also reported that 
       the power washer was used to clean a piece of equipment and the job was completed in one day, and 
       reduced time and labor costs significantly.  
       Motion by Myers and second by White to purchase the gas powered washer for  $3895.00.
       All in favor, motion carried.

2. Update on Bridges:    Engineer McNeal stated that the Black Diamond Bridge will be completed this 
week, and the Zanesville Bridge will be let at a meeting to be held on Monday, September 25th, 2000 at 
9:30 AM at the County Highway Department.

3. Update on Roads:    McNeal reported that Christian County has completed the yellow striping on the 
County Road, and will complete the white stripes this month.

ROAD AND BRIDGE REPORT:
Montgomery County Forces have been sealing & blade mixing, replacing, repairing, & checking signs; 

premix patching; hauling CA-6; replacing pipe; hauling chip mix; mowing R.O.W.; and picking up trash along 
county roads. 
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COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  At 6:15 PM, Chairman Cordani stepped down and turned the meeting 
over to Vice Chairman Gartner, who gave the Coordinating Committee report as follows:

Cordani stated that County Coordinator Don Gregg will be leaving his position after 6½ years and commented 
on the excellent job he has performed for Montgomery County.  Cordani reported that discussion took place at 
the Coordinating Committee and H.W.E. Committee meetings on how to replace Gregg.  Cordani stated that 
the County Coordinator must oversee the maintenance of building and grounds, coordinated services and 
custodians, enterprise zones and tax abatements, rural water projects, economic development, cemetery 
projects, animal control and everything else that Gregg did, except for the day to day operations of the 
Recycling Center which will fall under the new Solid Waste Inspector's responsibilities.  Cordani stated that 
the Coordinating Committee recommends appointing Chris Daniels to the County Coordinator position 
starting next week.  Cordani explained that Daniels has an extensive background in management, is very well 
qualified, and possesses the knowledge of the system and the office to make this a very cohesive move to step 
into Gregg’s position.
Motion by Cordani and second by Painter to appoint Chris Daniels as County Coordinator starting next 
Thursday, September 21st, 2000.  Discussion followed:  Havera questioned the Waste Management Office 
budget and wanted to know the salaries for the Coordinator and Solid Waste Inspector.  Cordani stated that the 
total revenues for the Waste Management Office for FY 2001 would be $207,000 and expenses totaled 
$176,000 leaving approximately $31,000 surplus in the total budget.  Cordani explained that the County 
Coordinator’s salary would be $26,000 and the Solid Waste Inspector/Recycling Manager would receive a 
yearly salary of $24,000 once he is certified by the Illinois E.P.A.  Cordani further explained that the only 
revenue generated in the Solid Waste Management Office is from host fees, the sales of commodities, a small 
reimbursement from the Montgomery County Water Company for billing services, and some grant funding 
from the Illinois E.P.A. for the Solid Waste Inspection Program.  There are no revenues received from sales 
tax or property taxes.  Havera asked about the approximate savings.  Cordani explained that the Solid Waste 
Inspector program would receive approximately $23,000 from the Illinois E.P.A that previously went to the 
Health Department, which will now be put into the Solid Waste Management Office. That money would be 
saved by putting one person over Environmental Services, open dumping, landfill inspection, and recycling. 
Cordani also explained that the County also gave the Health Department approximately $28,000 per year to 
help support the Solid Waste Program, which we will no longer need to do. The consolidation of these jobs 
will save the county approximately $21,000 per year.  Health Department Administrator Mark Dugger is 
supportive of this change of responsibility and has offered to help us administer the Illinois E.P.A. grant. 
Gartner repeated that the motion had been made, and called for the question.   All in favor, motion carried.

HWE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Ed Helgen as follows:

Meeting with E.P.A.  Chairman Helgen reported that the committee met in a special meeting on September 
1st, 2000 with representatives from the Illinois E.P.A. to discuss and review the Solid Waste Management 
Delegation Agreement.

Solid Waste Inspector:  Helgen reported that the Committee had conducted interviews for the Solid Waste 
Inspector and unanimously voted to recommend the hiring of Duane Weller.  Motion by Helgen and second 
by White to hire Duane Weller as the Solid Waste Inspector / Recycling Center Manager for an annual salary 
$22,500 while in training and to increase it to $24,000 per year after he is certified by the Illinois E.P.A.  All 
in favor, motion carried.
Gartner steps down from the Chair and Cordani returns at 6:26 PM.

Railroad Crossing Update:  Chairman Helgen thanked Bob Durbin for all his work to bring some attention 
to the needed improvements on the Union Pacific Railroad crossings.  Durbin reported that he met with Dick 
Daniels, a safety specialist with the Illinois Commerce Commission on August 9th, and showed him pictures of 
many of the crossings in the county that are in poor condition.  Durbin has also spoken with Union Pacific 
managers Dave McKearn and Rick Martin to see what improvements they can make on these crossings. 
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Cordani suggested working on a local level with Engineer Amy McNeal to contact the I.C.C. to help get some 
results and to meet with mayors throughout the county to make them aware of this problem.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Steve Gartner as follows:

Montgomery County Senior Center:  Chairman Gartner reported that Rex White came to the Finance 
Committee meeting to request $10,000 for the Senior Center to help them complete repairs to their building. 
The Senior Center had received a $30,000 grant from the Illinois First program and started some much needed 
repairs, only to find that there were some serious additional structural problems that would cost approximately 
$10,000 more to repair.  Motion by Gartner and second by Branum to approve $10,000 for the Senior 
Center for the completion of repairs to their building.  All in favor, motion carried.

FY 2001 Budget:  Gartner reported that work is continuing on completing the budget, the county tax 
extension will be below the 5% increase, and no public hearing will be needed.  He also stated that he hopes to 
have the budget ready for next month's Board meeting.

G.I.S. Mapping:  Gartner stated that the G.I.S. Feasibility Committee will have their first meeting on Friday, 
September 15th, 2000 at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room to discuss how to proceed with this project.

Tax Sale in March:  Gartner reported that the board needed to take action to void the tax bills on 30 parcels 
now acquired for the county by the Montgomery County Trustee.   Motion by Gartner and second by 
Jackson to void the tax bills on the 30 parcels now acquired by the county.  All in favor, motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, page 29).

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Nelson Aumann as follows:  

Family Leave Act:  Chairman Aumann reported that discussion took place on setting a policy for all county 
employees regarding the Family Leave Act.  The committee will finish this discussion at their next regular 
meeting on September 28th, 2000 and make recommendations at the next full board meeting.

Negotiations with Sheriff’s Deputies:  Aumann reported that the Fraternal Order of Police Union 
representatives did not come to the Personnel Committee meeting to schedule dates for negotiations.  Cordani 
stated that he had been informed that the Union Representative sent the Sheriff a letter with a few dates to 
meet, and will relay those potential meeting dates to the Personnel Committee.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Mike Havera as follows:

Bike Trail Update:  Chairman Havera stated that the entrance to the Bike Trail at Farmersville / Waggoner is 
currently being landscaped.

Local Official’s Meeting:  Havera reported that the Committee met on Thursday, August 10th, 2000 at the 
Moonlight Y with local officials from Panama, Walshville, Donnellson, and South Fillmore Township.  The 
committee is currently in progress of scheduling the last dinner meeting with officials from the City of 
Litchfield.

Resolution of Support for Rural Water Company Grant:  Havera read Resolution 2000-14, a resolution of 
support which allows Montgomery County Water Company to apply for their grant by the October 1, 2000 
deadline.  Motion by Havera, second by Durbin to approve the Resolution of Support for the Rural Water 
Company Grant.  All in favor, motion carried. 
(See Resolution Book 2, Page 31).
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BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Sid Blankenship as follows:

Preliminary Air Conditioning Estimates:  Chairman Blankenship reported that one pre-estimate was 
received from Hiller Sheet Metal for about $64,000 to replace the Air Conditioning units at the Historic 
Courthouse and the Highway Building.  Blankenship explained that a request for pre-estimates was sent out to 
local contractors to get preliminary figures for budget purposes.  Blankenship concluded that a few more pre-
estimates are expected.

Request from Probation Office:  Blankenship reported that the Building and Grounds committee gave 
permission to Probation Officer Kent Loveless to display a couple of banners on Courthouse Buildings that 
school children will make for Red Ribbon Week, which is October 23rd to October 31st, 2000.  

ESDA / AMBULANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Dave Jackson as follows:

Ambulance Tax Levies:  Chairman Jackson reported that the Board needs to take action on passing the tax 
levies for the five ambulance areas.  Each levy was passed as follows:

1. Resolution 2000-15, Hillsboro tax levy request for FY 2001 for $101,000.  Motion by Jackson and 
second by Roach to authorize $101,000 for Hillsboro’s ambulance tax levy for FY 2001  All in favor, 
motion carried.  
(See Resolution Book 2, page 32).

2. Resolution 2000-16, Litchfield tax levy request for FY 2001 for $70,000.  Motion by Roach and 
second by Helgen to authorize $70,000 for Litchfield’s ambulance tax levy for FY 2001.  All in favor, 
motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, page 36).

3. Resolution 2000-17, Nokomis / Witt tax levy request for FY 2001 for $62,436.  Motion by Jackson 
and second by Aumann  to authorize $62,436 for Nokomis / Witt’s ambulance tax levy for FY 2001. 
All in favor, motion  carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, page 41).

4. Resolution 2000-18, Farmersville / Waggoner tax levy request for FY 2001 for $53,250.  Motion by 
Jackson and second  by Hampton to authorize $53,250 for Farmersville / Waggoner’s ambulance tax 
levy for FY 2001.  All in favor, motion carried.

      (See Resolution Book 2, page 43).

5. Resolution 2000-19, Raymond / Harvel tax levy request for FY 2001 for $33,360.  Motion by Jackson 
and second by Ogden  to authorize $33,360 for Raymond / Harvel’s ambulance tax levy for FY 2001. 
All in favor, motion  carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, page 45).

Jackson reported that there were a total of 310JI ambulance calls last month.  Litchfield had 131 calls, 
Hillsboro had 120 calls, Nokomis / Witt had 38 calls, Farmersville/Waggoner had 13 calls and Raymond / 
Harvel reported 8 calls.  The ESDA Ambulance Office collected $40,822.76 and billed $53,912.50 last month.

APPROVAL OF 7 COMMITTEE REPORTS

Motion by Havera and second by Heyen to accept the seven (7) committee reports. 
All in favor, motion carried.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  Given by Board Chairman Cordani as follows:

Chairman Cordani announced to Board Members that there was an Insurance Waiver Form that those who are 
not signing up for Employee Health Insurance needed to sign and turn in before leaving tonight.  

Cordani stated that he was happy with the actions taken tonight to fill the Coordinator and Waste Inspector 
Positions.  Cordani assured the board that Chris Daniels will do a good job in the Coordinator Position and 
that Duane Weller will also do a good job as the Solid Waste Inspector/ Recycling Program Manager. 
Cordani concluded by complimenting the H.W.E. committee in their work interviewing for the Solid Waste 
Inspector/Recycling Program Manager position, and stated he was happy to work with them as they completed 
this task.

Chairman Cordani reminded all in attendance that the October, 2000 Board Meeting will be return to a 9:00 
AM start time.

SCHEDULE CHANGES:

G.I.S. Feasibility Committee:  Will hold their first meeting on Friday, September 15, 2000 at 10:00 AM in 
the County Board Room, Historic Courthouse.
 
Road & Bridge Committee:  A special meeting will be held on Monday, September 25th, 2000 at 9:30 AM at 
the Highway Department to let the Zanesville Township Bridge.

APPOINTMENTS:

Fillmore Fire Protection District:  Chairman Cordani appointed Mr. Danny Foster as Secretary/ Treasurer to 
the Fillmore Community Fire Protection District.  Motion by Branum and second by White to approve the 
appointment of Danny Foster as Secretary/Treasurer to the Fillmore Community Fire Protection District.  All 
in favor, motion carried.

Public Building Commission:  Chairman Cordani appointed Mr. Eugene Knodle to the Public Building 
Commission for a five year term.  Motion by Gartner and second by Johnson to approve the above 
appointment.  All in favor, motion carried.

PAY BILLS:

Motion by Heyen and second by Blankenship to pay the bills.   All in favor, motion carried.

RECESS:

Motion by Painter and second by Johnson to recess until October 10, 2000 at 9:00 AM in the County Board 
Room of the Historic Courthouse, Hillsboro, Illinois.
All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM.
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